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Cosmic ray research at the Physical Institute of the USSR Academy of Sciences motivated the construction
of the Synchrophasotron. For this purpose, the Electrophysical Laboratory of the USSR Academy of Sciences
was founded in 1953, which became part of JINR in 1956. The most important milestones in the development
of the Synchrophasotron itself and experiments on it are presented. Lessons and results that remain relevant
to this day are noted. Leaders and key participants are mentioned.
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