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QCD Dhase Diagram 3

QCD at T and µ
(QCD at extreme conditions)

▶ Early Universe

▶ heavy ion collisions

▶ neutron stars

▶ proto- neutron stars

▶ neutron star mergers
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QCD Dhase Diagram and Methods 4

Methods of dealing with QCD

▶ Perturbative QCD

▶ First principle calculation
– lattice QCD (see talk by

V. Braguta, A. Roenko and D.

Stepanov)

▶ Effective models

▶ DSE, FRG

▶ Gauge/Gravity duality
(see talk by Nguyen Hoang Vu)

▶ .....
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More external conditions to QCD 6

More than just QCD at (µ, T )

▶ more chemical potentials
µi

▶ magnetic fields

▶ rotation of the system Ω⃗
(see talk by V. Braguta)

▶ acceleration a⃗

(see talks by V. Zakharov, G.

Prokhorov and D. Stepanov)

▶ finite size effects (finite
volume and boundary
conditions)

Hadronic 

matter

μ



More external conditions to QCD 7

▶ more chemical
potentials µi

▶ magnetic fields

▶ rotation of the system Ω⃗
(see talk by V. Braguta)

▶ acceleration a⃗

(see talks by V. Zakharov, G.

Prokhorov and D. Stepanov)

▶ finite size effects (finite
volume and boundary
conditions)

Hadronic 

matter

μ
µ =

µB

3
, ν =

µI

2
, µ5, ν5 =

µI5

2



Isospin imbalance 8

▶ Isotopic chemical
potential µI

Allow to consider systems
with isospin imbalance
(nn ̸= np).

▶ Neutron stars,
intermediate energy
heavy-ion collisions,
neutron star mergers Figure: taken from Massimo

Mannarelli

———————————————————————–
µI

2
q̄γ0τ3q = ν (q̄γ0τ3q) nI = nu−nd ←→ µI = µu−µd



Chiral imbalance 9

▶ Chiral (axial) chemical
potential

Allow to consider systems

with chiral imbalance

(difference between densities

of left-handed and

right-handed quarks).

n5 = nR − nL

µ5 = µR − µL J⃗ ∼ µ5B⃗,
———————————————————————–

The corresponding term in the Lagrangian is

µ5q̄γ
0γ5q

The corresponding term in the Lagrangian is

µ5 q̄γ
0γ5q



Chiral isospin imbalance 10

quarks quarks

µu
5 ̸= µd

5 and µI5 = µu
5 − µd

5

Term in the Lagrangian — µI5
2 q̄τ3γ

0γ5q = ν5(q̄τ3γ
0γ5q)

nI5 = nu5 − nd5, nI5 ←→ ν5



Plan of the talk 11

▶ Recalling the dualities of phase diagram

▶ Dualities in QCD and QC2D
from first principles

▶ Wide swathes of application of dual

▶ Speed of sound in quark matter with different
properties

▶ Inhomogeneous phase shown in functional approach



Recalling the dualities 12

Recall that in NJL model in 1/Nc
approximation or in the mean field there

have been found dualities

( It is not related to holography or gauge/gravity duality)

Chiral symmetry breaking ⇐⇒ pion condensation

Isospin imbalance ⇐⇒ Chiral imbalance



Duality in phase diagram 13

The TDP

Ω(T, µ, µi, ..., ⟨q̄q⟩, ...) Ω(T, µ, ν, ν5, ...,M, π, ...)
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D : M ←→ π, ν ←→ ν5

Duality between chiral
symmetry breaking and pion
condensation

PC←→ CSB ν ←→ ν5



Duality in phase diagram 13

The TDP

Ω(T, µ, µi, ..., ⟨q̄q⟩, ...) Ω(T, µ, ν, ν5, ...,M, π, ...)

0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0

ν
5
/G
e
V

ν/GeV

CSB

SYM

PC

D : M ←→ π, ν ←→ ν5

Duality between chiral
symmetry breaking and pion
condensation

PC←→ CSB ν ←→ ν5



Duality and conditions 14

▶ A lot of densities and imbalances
baryon, isospin, chiral, chiral isospin imbalances

▶ Finite temperature T ̸= 0

▶ Physical pion mass mπ ≈ 140 MeV

▶ Inhomogeneous phases (case)

⟨σ(x)⟩ = M(x), ⟨π±(x)⟩ = π(x), ⟨π3(x)⟩ = 0.

▶ Inclusion of color superconductivity
phenomenon



Dualities in two color QCD 15

Dualities in QC2D

Much richer duality picture was found in the
phase diagram of two colour QCD



QC2D: Lagrangian of two color NJL model 16

LNJL = iψγµ∂µψ + ψMψ+

G
{
(ψ̄ψ)2+(iψ̄τ⃗γ5ψ)2+(iψ̄σ2τ2γ

5ψC)(iψ̄Cσ2τ2γ
5ψ)

}

where

M =
µB

3
ψγ0ψ +

µI

2
ψγ0τ3ψ +

µI5

2
ψγ0γ5τ3ψ + µ5ψγ

0γ5ψ



Possible phases and their Condensates 17

σ(x) = −2H(q̄q), ∆(x) = −2H
[
qciγ5σ2τ2q

]
π⃗(x) = −2H(q̄iγ5τ⃗ q), ∆∗(x) = −2H

[
q̄iγ5σ2τ2q

c
]

Condensates and phases

M = ⟨σ(x)⟩ ∼ ⟨q̄q⟩, CSB phase: M ̸= 0,

π1 = ⟨π1(x)⟩ = ⟨q̄γ5τ1q⟩, PC phase: π1 ̸= 0,

∆ = ⟨∆(x)⟩ = ⟨qq⟩ = ⟨qTCγ5σ2τ2q⟩, BSF phase: ∆ ̸= 0.



Dualities in QC2D 18

CSBPC

SF

(I) D1 : µ←→ ν, π1 ←→ ∆, PC←→ BSF

(II) D3 : ν ←→ ν5, M ←→ π1, PC←→ CSB

(III) D2 : µ←→ ν5, M ←→ ∆, CSB←→ BSF



Structure of the phase diagram of two-color QCD 19

The phase diagram of (µ, ν, µ5, ν5)

The phase diagram
is foliation of
dually connected
cross-section of
(µ, ν, ν5) along the
µ5 direction



Lagrangian of QC2D: SU(4) symmetry 20

Lagrangian of two colour QCD can be written in the form

L = iΨ̄γµDµΨ

where Dµ = ∂µ + igAµ = ∂µ + ieσaA
a
µ

ΨT =
(
ψuL, ψ

d
L, σ2(ψ

u
R)

C, σ2(ψ
d
R)

C
)

Flavour symmetry is SU(4)
Pauli-Gursoy symmetry



Effective NJL model in two colour 21

Two colour

effective NJL model



Construction of two color NJL model 22

Q ∈ so+(4, C), QT = −Q
so±(4, C) =

{
Q ∈ so(4, C) : ∗Q = ±Q∗

}
A ∈ SU(4) : A†A = 1

ρ(A) : ρ(A)Q = ATQA ∈ so+(4, C)

N(Q) =
1

4
tr(Q†Q), N (ρ(A)Q) = N(Q)

N(Q) is invariant with respect to SU(4)



Construction of two color NJL model 23

Q = ξiΣi

Σ1 =

(
0 −1
1 0

)
, Σ2 =

(
τ2 0
0 τ2

)
, Σ3 =

(
0 iτ1

−iτ1 0

)
,

Σ4 =

(
iτ2 0
0 −iτ2

)
, Σ5 =

(
0 iτ2

−iτ2 0

)
, Σ6 =

(
0 iτ3

−iτ3 0

)

N(Q) is invariant with respect to SU(4)

6∑
i=1

ξ′2i =
6∑

i=1

ξ2i

SU(4)/Z2 ≈ SO(6)



Lagrangian of two colour NJL model 24

Ψ̄C ∼ ΨT → ΨTωT

ω ∈ SU(4), Ψ→ ωΨ, Ψ̄C → Ψ̄CωT

Ψ̄CΣ⃗Ψ→ Ψ̄CωT Σ⃗ωΨ

Ψ̄CξiΣiΨ→ Ψ̄CωT ξiΣi ωΨ = Ψ̄Cξ′iΣiΨ = Ψ̄CξiΣ′iΨ

ξ′i = Ωi
jξ

j, Ω ∈ SO(6) ΨCΣiΨ→ ΩijΨ
CΣjΨ, Ω ∈ SO(6)



Lagrangian of two colour NJL model 25

Ψ̄CΣ⃗Ψ ∈ SO(6)

|Ψ̄CΣ⃗Ψ|2 and (Ψ̄CΣ⃗Ψ)2 + h. c.



Lagrangian of two colour NJL model 26

L = iΨ̄γµ∂µΨ + G̃1|Ψ̄CΣ⃗Ψ|2

+G̃2

[
(Ψ̄CΣ⃗Ψ)2 + h. c.

]

Symmetric under SU(4)



Lagrangian of two colour NJL model 27

µB
3
ψγ0ψ +

µI
2
ψγ0τ3ψ +

µI5
2
ψγ0γ5τ3ψ + µ5ψγ

0γ5ψ



Lagrangian of two colour NJL model 28

M = µΨ†
(

1 0
0 −1

)
Ψ+

µI
2
Ψ†

(
τ3 0
0 −τ3

)
Ψ+

µI5
2
Ψ†

(
τ3 0
0 τ3

)
Ψ+ µ5Ψ

†
(

1 0
0 1

)
Ψ



Dual properties in two colour NJL model 29

µΨ†
(

1 0
0 −1

)
Ψ ←→ µI

2
Ψ†

(
τ3 0
0 −τ3

)
Ψ

DI :

(
ψd
L

σ2(ψ
C
R)

d

)
→ iτ1

(
ψd
L

σ2(ψ
C
R)

d

)
µ↔ ν



Duality structure in QC2D 30

D
1

D
2

D
3

D
1

μ ν: D
2

μ ν:
5

D
3

ν:
5

ν



Dual properties in three colour QCD 31

DII : ⟨ψ̄ψ⟩ ←→ ⟨iψ̄γ5τ1ψ⟩, M ←→ π, ν ↔ ν5

From first principles



Applications of dual symmetries: Speed of sound 32

Speed of sound c2s



Lattice QCD 33

Thermodynamic properties could be calculated in lattice
QCD

A. Bazavov et al. [HotQCD], Phys. Rev. D 90 (2014), 094503



Sound speed in QCD at finite T: skematic 34

There was discussed bound from holography

A. Cherman, T. D. Cohen and A. Nellore, Phys. Rev. D 80 (2009),

066003



Two possible scenario of speed of sound
at non-zero baryon density 3

0 1 2 3 4 5 50 100 150

n [n0]

0

1/3

2/3

1

c2 S

[ c
2
]

Conformal limit

Causality: c2
S < 1

(a)

(b)

Neutron matter

Neutron stars

Perturbative QCD

Figure 1. Two possible scenarios for the evolution of the speed of sound in dense matter.

For QCD at finite baryon density, we are unaware of compelling reasons to expect that c2S <

1/3, and based on the preceding arguments, we will consider two minimal scenarios, which are
illustrated in Fig. 1. The scenario labeled (a) corresponds to the case when we assume that QCD
obeys the conformal limit c2S < 1/3 at all densities, and scenario (b) corresponds to QCD violating
this conformal bound. The behavior of cS at low and high density is constrained by theory, and
we shall show that NS observations, when combined with improved ab initio calculations of PNM,
can distinguish between these two scenarios, and provide useful insights about matter at densities
realized inside NSs.

This paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, we present constraints on the speed of sound from
nuclear physics. In Section 3, we extend the speed of sound to higher densities. In Section 3.1, we
study the EOS under the assumption that the conformal limit is obeyed and the speed of sound is
bounded by 1/

√
3. For this case, we find that cS needs to increase very rapidly above 1 − 2n0 to

stabilize a 2 M� NS. Such a rapid increase likely signals the appearance of a new form of strongly
coupled matter where the nucleon is no longer a useful degree of freedom. In Section 3.2, we release
this assumption but still find that models in which cS increases rapidly, reaching values close to c,
are favored. We study correlations in our parameterization in Section 3.3. In Section 4, we derive the
smallest possible radius for NSs consistent with nuclear physics and observations. We then investigate
the impact of possible additional observations in Section 5. Finally, we summarize our main findings
in Section 6.

2. EOS AND SPEED OF SOUND FROM NUCLEAR PHYSICS

2.1. The EOS of neutron matter

In this work, we use auxiliary-field diffusion Monte Carlo (AFDMC) to find the many-body ground
state for a given nonrelativistic nuclear Hamiltonian (Carlson et al. 2014). In general, the nuclear
Hamiltonian contains two-body (NN), three-body (3N), and higher many-body (AN) forces,

H = T + VNN + V3N + VAN , (2)

taken from S. Reddy et al, Astrophys. J. 860 (2018) no.2, 149



Sound speed in QCD with non-zero baryon density 36

EOS with continuous c2s
consistent not only with nuclear
theory and perturbative QCD,
but also with astrophysical
observations.

EOS with sub-conformal sound
speeds, i.e.,c2s < 1/3 are
possible in principle but
very unlikely in practice

L. Rezzolla et al, Astrophys.J.Lett.

939 (2022) 2, L34 102 103 104

e [MeV/fm3]

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

c2 s

ec,TOVc2
s < 1/3

10−4 10−3 10−2 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1 0.5 1

PDF



Sound speed in FRG approach 37
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▶ Sound speed squared has been obtained from FRG
approach

Phys.Rev.Lett. 125 (2020) 14, 142502



Sign problem 38

It is well known that at non-zero baryon chemical
potential µB lattice simulation is quite challenging due to
the sign problem
complex determinant

Det(D(µ))† = Det(D(−µ))

For isospin chemical potential µI

Det(D(µI))
† = Det(D(µI))



Sound speed in QCD with non-zero isospin density 39

▶ Sound speed squared
has been obtained from
lattice QCD
simulations for
QCD with non-zero
isospin µI

B. B. Brandt, F. Cuteri and

G. Endrodi, JHEP 07, 055

(2023)

mπ/2

vacuum BEC

0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1
0

0.5

1
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µI/mπ

n
I
/m

3 π

a ≈ 0.22 fm
a ≈ 0.15 fm

mπ/2

conformal
bound

vacuum BEC

0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

µI/mπ

c2 s

a ≈ 0.22 fm
a ≈ 0.15 fm

Figure 10. Left: Results for the isospin density together with the spline interpolation at T = 0
obtained on 243 × 32 and 323 × 48 lattices and lattice spacings of a ≈ 0.22 and 0.15 fm. The yellow
part of the curve is obtained directly from the chiral perturbation theory expression for nI . Right:
Results for the isentropic speed of sound at T = 0, obtained from the spline interpolation of the left
panel. Also shown are the chiral perturbation theory result (dashed yellow line) with the pion decay
constant obtained from the fit discussed in the text as well as the conformal bound [24] (dashed
gray line).

introduced to distinguish between these two types of matter in neutron star cores. Finally,
we also look at the normalized trace anomaly [48],

∆ = 1

3
− p
ϵ
= I

3 ϵ
, (4.7)

which should be a number between −2/3 and 1/3 due to causality and thermodynamic
stability. Furthermore, in Ref. [48] it has been argued that ∆ ≥ 0.

4.2 Speed of sound at vanishing temperature

Before discussing the results for the isentropic speed of sound in the parameter space of
nonzero (T, µI), it is instructive to look at the limiting case of vanishing temperature. An
initial study of the EoS at T = 0 on a coarse lattice with a ≈ 0.29 fm has already been
presented in Refs. [23, 28]. Here we will present new results for the speed of sound at T = 0,
obtained on 243 × 32 and 323 × 48 lattices at lattice spacings of a ≈ 0.22 fm and a ≈ 0.15 fm,
respectively, including data up to µI/mπ ≈ 1. The results for these lattice spacings have
already been presented partly in Ref. [49] where they also have been compared to the
a ≈ 0.29 fm data.

The starting point for the extraction of the EoS at zero temperature is again the isospin
density, from which one can obtain the pressure and, consequently, all other thermodynamic
quantities, using Eq. (2.5). Due to the Silver Blaze property, the isospin density vanishes
outside of the BEC phase at T = 0. In practice, the simulations are performed at a small but
non-vanishing temperature, so that residual temperature effects on nI need to be corrected
in the vicinity of the transition. As already done in Ref. [23] we use chiral perturbation
theory [13] to correct for these T ≠ 0 effects. In particular, we fit the results for nI for
the two smallest values of µI within the BEC phase, i.e., we include the data points up

– 13 –
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▶ Sound speed squared
has been obtained from
lattice QCD
simulations for
QCD with non-zero
isospin µI for values of
µI up to 10mπ

R. Abbott et al. [NPLQCD],

Phys. Rev. D 108, no.11,

114506 (2023)

11

100 101

µI/mπ
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ε/
ε S

B
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pQCD
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FIG. 11. The ratio of the energy density of the many-pion
systems to the Stefan-Boltzmann prediction, Eq. (31), for the
A and B lattice ensembles. The blue (A) and red (B) shaded
regions represent interpolations of the LQCD results and their
uncertainties as discussed in Appendix C. Also shown are ex-
pectations from chiral perturbation theory (blue dashed line)
and perturbative QCD at next-to-leading order (NLO) [43]
(orange hatched region). The uncertainties on the perturba-
tive QCD result are obtained by varying the renormalization
scale Λ between µI/4 and µI .

The speed of sound is shown as a function of the isospin
chemical potential in units of the pion mass in Fig. 12
where it is seen to exceed the ideal gas limit. As for
the energy density, close agreement is seen between the
results from the two lattice ensembles. A similar result
has been found in Ref. [10]; however a larger range of
µI/mπ is accessible in the current work. In particular,
c2s exceeds 1/3 for 1.5 ≲ µI/mπ ≲ 14, rising to a maxi-
mum of c2s,max ∼ 0.6 at µI ∼ 2mπ before decreasing back
to the ideal-gas limit for large µI . A maximum speed
of sound above the ideal-gas limit at intermediate values
of chemical potential is also seen in two-color QCD [50]
and quarkyonic models [51], but is in contradiction to
the predictions of leading-order chiral perturbation the-
ory in which cs rises monotonically to 1. This behavior
is indicative of additional degrees of freedom other than
in-vacuum pions becoming excited in the medium. From
the numerical results herein, it remains an open ques-
tion as to whether the speed of sound approaches the
free gas limit from below (as expected from perturbation
theory [43]) or from above (as expected from resummed
perturbation theory [52] or from the inclusion of power
corrections [53]).

Two additional quantities that provide information
about the nature of high-isospin-density matter are the
polytropic index [54] and the trace anomaly [55] defined
by

γ =
ϵ

p
c2s, (33)

∆ =
1

3
− p

ϵ
, (34)

100 101

µI/mπ

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

c2 s
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pQCD

χPT

SB

FIG. 12. The squared speed of sound computed as in Eq. (32)
as a function of the isospin chemical potential on ensemble A
(blue) and ensemble B (red). The expectations in perturba-
tive QCD (orange hatched region), chiral perturbation theory
(blue dashed curve) and the Stefan-Boltzmann limit (orange
dotted line) are shown for comparison.

respectively. The behavior of these two quantities is
shown in Figs. 13 and 14 and compared to the expec-
tations of a free gas, χPT and pQCD in each case. As
for cs, the behaviour of γ and ∆ is similar to that seen in
Ref. [10], but the current work extends the range of chem-
ical potential significantly which reveals additional inter-
esting features. In Ref. [54], it is suggested that the point
at which the polytropic index decreases below 1.75 is a
sign of quark degrees of freedom at large baryon chemical
potential, i.e., the BCS state. In the case of isospin chem-
ical potential, γ decreases to this value at µI ∼ 1.5mπ,
corresponding approximately to the position of the peak
seen in the normalized energy density (Fig. 11). The
trace anomaly is clearly seen to be negative at interme-
diate µI in Fig. 14, as is suggested to be consistent with
neutron star observations in Ref. [55]. As for the quanti-
ties above, the results from the two lattice ensembles are
in agreement for both the trace anomaly and the poly-
tropic index. A robust conclusion from the study of these
transport quantities is that large isospin chemical poten-
tial is needed before the expected asymptotic behavior
sets in. At least for the case of isospin chemical poten-
tial, the use of pQCD to describe the behavior seen in
the LQCD calculations requires µI ≳ 10mπ ∼ 2 GeV at
a minimum.

VI. SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK

In this work, a new, more efficient method of com-
puting maximal-isospin, multi-pion correlation functions
is presented. Using this method, we have calculated
all n-π+ correlation functions for n ≤ 6144, extending
such calculations of many-pion systems into regions of
larger isospin chemical potential than have been previ-



Duality: speed of sound 41

Duality between chiral symmetry breaking and
pion condensation

D : M ←→ π, ν ←→ ν5

The TDP of the quark matter

Ω(T, µ, ν, ν5, µ5, |M, π) = inv

The speed of sound c2s =
dp

dϵ

Ω(T, ...) =⇒ c2s(T, ...)



Duality: speed of sound 42

The speed of sound c2s =
dp

dϵ
, Ω(T, ...) =⇒ c2s(T, ...)

Ω(T, ..., ν) = Ω(T, ..., ν5) =⇒ c2s(T, ..., ν) = c2s(T, ..., ν5)

cs= 1/3

cs

I
m
π

cs= 1/3

cs

I
m

5



Dualities: weak dualities 43

Figure: Dualities with baryon density



Sound speed in QCD at µ5: skematic 44

Duality

ν5 ←→ µ5, M ̸= 0, ⟨π⟩ = ⟨∆⟩ = 0

▶ Sound speed squared

for QCD with
non-zero

chiral imbalance µ5

only in the
framewwork of
effective model

cs= 1/3

cs

m
π 5



Speed of sound in QCD: First principles 45

cs= 1/3

cs

I
m
π

———————————————————————————–

cs= 1/3

cs

I
m

5



Speed of sound in QCD: Effective models 46

cs= 1/3

cs

I
m
π

————————————————————————————

cs= 1/3

cs

I
m

5

cs= 1/3

cs

m
π 5



Two colour QCD: QC2D 47

Two colour QCD case

QC2D

No sign problem in SU(2) case at µB ̸= 0

(Det(D(µ)))† = Det(D(µ))



Sound speed in two color QCD 48

▶ Sound speed squared
has been obtained from
lattice QCD
simulations for two
color QCD

E. Itou and K. Iida,
PoS LATTICE2023, 111
(2024);

PTEP 2022 (2022) no.11,

111B01

PTEP 2022, 111B01 K. Iida and E. Itou

Fig. 3. Top: The EoS as a function of μ/mPS. Bottom: Sound velocity squared as a function of μ/mPS.
The horizontal line (orange) denotes the value in the relativistic limit, c2

s /c2 = 1/3. The blue curve shows
the result of ChPT.

from below. On the other hand, a result based on the resummed perturbation theory suggests
that c2

s/c2 approaches the limit from above [39]. In the numerical simulations, the maximum
value of μ is limited by μ 
 1/a to avoid the strong lattice artefact. Otherwise, the hopping
term of fermions would be partially suppressed by the factor e−aμ in the Wilson–Dirac opera-
tor. For the extension to larger chemical potential, we need to perform smaller lattice spacing
or lighter quark mass simulations. Furthermore, to obtain cs at T = 0, it is also required to see
the EoS in the lower temperature regime by carrying out the larger volume simulations.

According to Ref. [9], a peak of c2
s appears due to the development of the quark Fermi sea

just after the saturation of low momentum quarks. The density at which the peak appears in
our results is apparently low, i.e., μ ≈ mPS, but seems sufficiently high that the quark Fermi
sea would be fully developed. It supports the predictions from several effective models based
on the presence of the quark Fermi sea [8–10]. Furthermore, it is reported that the peak of
sound velocity emerges around BEC–BCS crossover also in condensed matter systems with
finite-range interactions [40]. To ask whether or not the emergence of the peak structure is a
universal property of superfluids in a BEC–BCS crossover regime, it would be important to
investigate the origin of this structure as another future work. If the peak of sound velocity is
a universal property even for real 3-color QCD, as discussed in Refs. [9,10], then it will change
one of the conventional pictures that explain the presence of massive neutron stars, namely, a
first-order transition from stiffened hadronic matter to soft quark matter.
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Duality ν5 ←→ µ5

was shown in two color effective model as well

▶ Sound speed squared

for QCD with
non-zero

chiral imbalance µ5

only in the
framework of
effective model
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Inhomogeneous phases in

QCD and QC2D

It is open question if there is
inhomogeneous chiral symmetry breaking

phase at µB ̸= 0
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⟨q̄q⟩ ∼M(x)



▶ Inhomogeneous phase was predicted in:
(1+1)-dimensional Gross-Neveu (GN) model

M. Thies, ....

A. Wipf, M. Wagner, M. Winstel, L. Pannullo etc.

▶ Inhomogeneous phase in (3+1)-dimensional
effective models

▶ Inhomogeneous phase in effective models:
dependence on the chosen regularization scheme

M. Wagner et al, Phys. Rev. D 110 (2024) 7, 076006

▶ Inhomogeneous phase shown in functional approach

C. Fischer et al, Phys. Rev. D 108 (2023) 11, 114019,

Phys.Rev.D 110 (2024) 7, 074014
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In the scenario of color superconductivity in dense quark
matter, the presence of large strange quark mass or isospin
chemical potential (equal to the electron chemical poten-
tial) due to �-equilibrium naturally serves as a mismatch
between the pairing quark species and there is no complex
orbit effect since the mismatch is between different quark
flavors [20]. The effect of mismatched Fermi surfaces on
the ground state of dense quark matter has been investi-
gated in many works [20–22]. However, most of them
focus on the weak coupling case. In the scenario of pion
superfluidity at finite isospin density, the baryon chemical
potential plays naturally the role of mismatch [4,9,23]. The
phase structure in the�I ��B plane can be very rich since
the system undergoes a BEC-BCS crossover when the
isospin chemical potential increases.

The effect of Zeeman splitting or population imbalance
on the BEC-BCS crossover has been widely investigated in
the cold atom scenario in recent years [24–29]. Theoretical
works predict a uniform gapless superfluid phase in the
strong coupling (BEC) limit and an inhomogeneous LOFF
phase in the weak coupling region [25–28]. However, what
occurs in the crossover region is not quite clear. So far the
observation of phase separation in cold atom experiments
[24] supports the fact that the superfluid phase undergoes a
first-order phase transition into the normal phase around
the unitary limit and no exotic pairing states are observed
there. There also arises a uniform gapless phase, which is
called the Sarma phase [30], in the weak coupling region.
However, it was found many years ago that the Sarma state
corresponds to the maximum of the grand potential and
hence is unstable (Sarma instability) [30]. Such a uniform
gapless phase promoted great interest due to the work of
interior gap superfluidity [31] or breached pairing super-
fluidity [32]. However, it is found that the stability of such a
phase demands special conditions [32]. The appearance of
a uniform gapless phase was also predicted in two-flavor
dense quark matter, where the Sarma instability can
be removed via the charge neutrality constraint [21].
However, it was soon found that the gapless phase suffers
from other types of instability, such as imaginary Meissner
mass [22] or negative superfluid density [33]. The lesson is
that the constraints like charge neutrality in quark matter
and fixing particle numbers in cold atoms cannot essen-
tially stabilize the phase which corresponds to the maxi-
mum of the grand potential [32,34]. To find the real ground
state, one should first study the grand canonical phase
diagram with all possible bulk phases with fixed chemical
potentials. The bulk phase is stable only when it is built at
the global minimum of the grand potential. However, it is
not easy to do this, since we may miss some bulk phases in
our ansatz and then the analysis is probably not completed.

To shed light on the complete phase diagram of the
quark matter at finite isospin and baryon chemical poten-
tials, we investigate the�I ��B phase diagram in the two-
flavor Nambu–Jona-Lasinio model in this paper. The NJL

model is a suitable model to study BEC-BCS crossover
phenomenon at finite isospin density since pions are
treated as composite bound objects in the vacuum
[35,36]. In our analysis, we include all known bulk phases:
uniform superfluid phase, inhomogeneous LOFF phase and
normal phase. We also consider possible chiral phase
transition [36,37] and quantum phase transition between
superfluid phases with different Fermi surface topology
[38]. The phase diagram we obtained is shown in Fig. 1.
We find that a gapless pion condensed phase (GPC)
appears near the quadruple point ð�I; �BÞ ¼ ðm�;MN �
1:5m�Þ. The gapless phase ceases to exist near the BEC-
BCS crossover, namely, it exists only in the BEC region.
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FIG. 1 (color online). Survey of our presently obtained phase
diagram of quark matter in terms of the isospin chemical
potential (�I) and the baryon chemical potential (�B) in the
two-flavor Nambu–Jona-Lasinio model. The �I and �B are in
unit of pion mass, nucleon mass, respectively. Solid, dashed, and
dash-dotted lines stand for first-, second-, and third-order phase
transitions, respectively. The Roman numbers denote different
phases: I—vacuum, II—pion superfluid, III—gapless pion con-
densate, IV—LOFF phase, V—normal isospin asymmetric
quark matte, and VI—normal quark matter in the presence of
a Fermi surface for antiquarks. The dotted lines represent the
BEC-BCS crossover. The BEC (BCS) region is located on the
left (right) of the dotted line in the upper (lower) panel, respec-
tively. Between the BEC and BCS domains the superfluid matter
is in a crossover state.
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Inhomogeneous diquark condensation found in two color case

in the framework of effective models
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ν ←→ ν5, M ←→ π1, CSB←→ PC, ICSB←→ IPC
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Inhomogeneous phases

Homogeneous case

⟨σ(x)⟩ = M, ⟨π±(x)⟩ = π, ⟨π3(x)⟩ = 0.

Inhomogeneous phases (three color case)

⟨σ(x)⟩ = M(x), ⟨π±(x)⟩ = π(x), ⟨π3(x)⟩ = 0.

D : M(x)←→ π(x), ν ←→ ν5

ICSB←→ IPC ν ←→ ν5
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µ←→ ν, π1 ←→ ∆, PC←→ BSF, IPC←→ IBSF
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Inhomogeneous phases
exist usually at µB ̸= 0

Inhomogeneous phase in
two color case exist at µB = 0
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Dualities has been proven from first principles

Speed of sound exceeding the conformal
limit is rather natural and taking place in a lot
of systems, with various chemical potentials

And it is natural if it has similar structure in
QCD at non-zero baryon density, the most
interesting case

Inhomogeneous phases in two and three color
case have been studied, in two color case exist at
µB = 0


